UPDATE FROM OAHU COLA DEFENSE COMMITTEE – JANUARY 7, 2002
1. The statement that came with the COLA checks stated that the gross
amount was "federal taxable wages". This is clearly wrong. The cover
letter did not state if a year-end statement (W-2 or Form 1099) will be
sent out to employees that would report the gross amount and state withheld
amount - hopefully, correctly.

There is a conference call tomorrow and I will pose this question to the
COLA attorney and find out what is to be done to correct this error. I will
report back to you then.

2. Employees who still have not received their checks need to continue
working with the Claims Administrator's office. The Oahu COLA Committee has
brought certain problems to the court's attention on the claim process, one
of which is the lack of timely and proper instructions to class members for
resolving their problems.

Most of these employees have written to the Claims Administrator on their
problems, thereby, documenting their problem. At this time, the only
information I have is that employees contesting their claims should have
received an extension letter granting them another 90 days beyond February
17, 2002, for resolving their claim problem. If you have not received this
extension letter, please call the Claims Administrator and ask for the
extension letter. If they have not mailed it to you or will not be mailing
it to you, please ask why and document their response for your records - jot
down the date of your contact, the name of the telephone operator, and their
response.

3. The group of employees that continue to concern me are those who have
not yet received any initial claim form. Please continue to inform former
employees, transferred employees, survivors of deceased employees, etc. of
the claim amounts they are entitled to and have them call into the Claims
Administrator's office ASAP at the following phone number - 1-877-480-2652.




