UPDATE FROM OAHU COLA DEFENSE COMMITTEE – DECEMBER 13, 2001

18,000 checks to Hawaii class members were to be mailed out today. We called the Claims Administrator and according to the "telephone rep", for want of a better title, he told me that our checks were part of the 18,000 plus checks scheduled for mailing today.

I'm not sure if the W-2 statements showing the amount of Hawaii state income tax withheld will be included in the mailing. If not, xerox a copy of the check and keep this copy with your copy of the verified claim form. You will need this information when you file your Hawaii state income tax return. The gross amount of the back pay amount would be reportable as wages. The difference of the gross amount less the check amount equals the amount of state income taxes withheld.

Again, not everyone will be receiving their checks in the next few days. I don't know if the Claims Administrator was able to work on the simple corrections, but most contested claims probably will not be resolved until next year which is just around the corner. Be sure you have the extension letter giving you an additional 90 days to resolve your calculations.

For those of you who had name, SSN corrections, etc. but agreed to the claim amount and sent these in early, you might want to call to see if your check was scheduled for today's mail-out.

For those of you who sent in your verified claim amounts within the last 30 days, you might want to call, too.

Some of you did not return your HW-4 forms for the state income tax withholding, thinking that if you did not send it in, the Claims Administrator will calculate the maximum state tax withholding, which is what you wanted them to do. I've heard from one such class member that he received a letter last week from the Claims Administrator asking him to complete the HW-4 and returning the form. Most likely, he will not be receiving his check with this first batch.

I have no information how subsequent checks will be processed. When I hear anything, I'll pass the information on. 


Well, we've all been waiting very anxiously. If you are one of the 18,000 check recipients, Merry Christmas!

WAIT, WAIT, WAIT - don't disappear with your checks. PLEASE KOKUA -
continue to help your fellow co-workers, friends and relatives who have yet to get their claims in. Also, there are still class members who have not been located and those who have not heard of the COLA back pay they're entitled to. Tell them to get going - they have to get a verified claim form into the Claims Administrator by February 17, 2002!!!


For you remaining class members working at resolving your problems, we'll keep monitoring the process. SO HANG IN THERE. 

