PRIVATE
Hawaii Military-Government Partnership




By CDR William T. Tucker, USNR




US Commander-In-Chief, Pacific Admiral Dennis Blair, believes that Quality of Life (QOL) is a readiness issue, as "we recruit service members, and we retain families." 

Admiral Blair has also made education as his top QOL priority; thus, approximately 3 years ago, the Joint Venture Education Forum (JVEF) was formed, co-chaired by the USCINCPAC/J1 and the Superintendent of the State Department of Education (DOE). Under the current leadership of Colonel Wayne Newman and Superintendent Patricia Hamamoto, and the work of Dr. Allen Awaya in the J1 Hawaii Public Schools (HPS) position (created in June 2001), the JVEF has expanded from its initial role and is doing a lot of exciting work on behalf of approximately 14,500 military dependent students in HPS. 


The JVEF is comprised of 22 military leaders from the components and bases in Hawaii to include the National Guard and the Coast Guard, and educational leaders from the Oahu school districts. The JVEF is a joint venture to improve the schools and assist the DOE in understanding and supporting the needs of military children and their families. Together, the members of the JVEF are concerned with the overall improvement of the educational system for all students in all school districts.  One of the JVEF's major responsibilities has been the targeting of the $5M that Senator Inouye has appropriated for three consecutive fiscal years (FY). The first $5 million dollars was received two years ago and went immediately to renovating facilities in 23 schools with 20% or more military dependent student populations. Among the projects were painting, reroofing, electrical work, and bringing restrooms up to the American Disability Act (ADA) standards. 


“Last year, the $5 million dollars went towards further repair and maintenance projects, Grades K-3 reading textbooks, military components' school outreach programs, as well as to help purchase raw materials for the Hawaii Three R's (Repair, Remodel, and Restore) Program," said Dr. Awaya. "It was a Senator Inouye initiative to help reduce the repair and maintenance backlog in the public schools through the use of community "sweat equity" volunteer hours in many schools," he added.  “This year’s $5 million will be used to fund more repair and maintenance projects, Grades 7-8 math and science textbooks, upgrade of several schools' computer labs, components' community school outreach programs, and school playgrounds," Awaya said. 

On 15 March, the State Senate recognized the contributions of the JVEF's military members with official certificates of commendation on the Senate Floor.  The JVEF has also launched other efforts in their mission to provide for the overall quality of education to the military and non-military children in the school system. One of their current projects is called “Troops to Teachers” initiative. Under this program directed by JVEF Subcommittee of the same name, retired military personnel are recruited to launch a second career as a teacher in the Hawaii Public Schools. This program is aimed at filling the teacher gap in our schools, and the goal is to have a Troops-to-Teachers Office established in Hawaii to facilitate the transition from military careers to teaching careers in Hawaii. 

JVEF has made great contributions to Hawaii public schools and is living up to Hawaiian Queen Kapi'olani's (wife of the last King of Hawaii, King David Kalakaua) motto: "E kulia i ka nu'u"--Strive to reach the summit. Together through JVEF, the military community and DOE are doing its part to move Hawaii's public education closer to the summit. 




